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Welcome to the latest Parents’ Assembly Newsletter. 

To learn about what we have done since October 2009, 

take a look at our pages on the 0-19 website or find us on 

Facebook. Want to contact us? We’re on 0114 205 3902 

or parentalengagementteam@sheffield.gov.uk. 

 

Parents’ Question Time  

On Tuesday 24 April, we are staging Parents’ Question 

Time . This is an opportunity for you to ask our panel of 

headteachers, 

governors, Dr. Sonia 

Sharp and Cllr Jackie 

Drayton questions 

about the issues that 

matter to you most.  

 

We asked you what you wanted to discuss, and you told 

us: Early Years, Primary Schools, Secondary Schools, 

Future Schools, Special Educational Needs & Disabilities, 

Performance & Data and Communications in Schools. 

 

On the day, parents will 

be grouped according to 

their chosen area of 

interest (from the seven 

above) and tasked with 

coming up with a set of 

questions to be put to the 

panel. Any that aren’t 

answered on the day will 

be taken forward and the 

responses published on 

our website.  

 

This event is also an opportunity to learn about where we 

are in Sheffield in 2012 and where we want to be and as 

usual, there will be a market place of services to provide 

advice, support and networking opportunities.  

 

Parents’ Question Time  will take place on Tuesday 24 

April 2012 at the Megacentre, from 9.15am until 2.30pm. 

To register, please contact us with 

your first and second choice of 

groups, any dietary requirements and 

whether you will need crèche 

facilities. 

 

We hope to see you on the day. 

 

Profiling… Generation Link 

Sheffield City Council’s Family Learning team has 

secured £150,000 of funding 

for three years from the Big 

Lottery Reaching Communities 

fund to improve the life 

chances of children and 

families in Sheffield. The 

project, Generation Link, will 

begin this year with an emphasis on supporting 

grandparents who care for their grandchildren – by 

offering fun Family Learning activities. 

 

“All too often the grandparent’s role in helping to look 

after their grandchildren gets overlooked,” said Cllr 

Jackie Drayton, Sheffield City Council’s Cabinet Member 

for Children, Young People and Families. “But it is a vital 

role and one which can help boost children’s ability to 

learn as well. Without these unsung heroes of childcare, 

many families would not be able to afford to go out to 

work, especially with the economic climate as it is.  

 

Childcare is expensive 

so having a 

grandparent who is 

willing to help can 

really be a godsend. 

But what is really 

important is the role 

grandparents have to play in their grandchildren’s lives. 

Mixing the generations like this can only serve to 

enhance children’s lives and I am glad to see this being 

recognised here in this Big Lottery award. Anything 

which seeks to boost this special relationship can only 

be a good thing.” 

 

Generation Link will provide activities and learning for 

grandparents and grandchildren to enjoy together. 

Activities will include family memory boxes, health and 

exercise, growing food, online safety and storytelling. 



There will also be opportunities for grandparents to meet 

and support each other. The project will take place in the 

North East, East and Central Community Assembly 

areas of Sheffield. 

 

Academies, Spring 2012 

This spring’s round of 

Academies meetings 

has now finished. 

Parents from five areas 

of the city came along to 

pose their questions to 

speakers from The 

Schools Network, the Anti-Academies Alliance, Dr. Sonia 

Sharp, Cllr Jackie Drayton and others.  

 

We have included some YouTube links on our Academies 

web page which we hope will answer your questions. If 

not, please send any 

you have and we will 

add them to the FAQ 

document we are 

compiling. This will 

provide a 

comprehensive 

overview of the discussions around Academies in 

Sheffield. 

 

Parent Profile… Helen Shipley 

“I was really pleased 

to see our city council 

taking the importance 

of engaging with 

parents seriously, and 

giving parents a voice 

which enables us to 

have an influence in the decision making for children and 

young people. By engaging with the Parents’ Assembly, I 

feel like it’s absolutely a two-way process.  

 

So much is changing within Children, Young People & 

Families’ services and I have a vested interest in ensuring 

those services best meet both mine and all other children’s 

continuing needs when they are designed, planned and 

changed. 

 

I was involved in the initial consultations of the City Wide 

Learning Body (CWLB). This was a great opportunity to 

meet other parents and education professionals who I 

would not have ordinarily have had an opportunity to listen 

and talk to, and make a contribution to the wide variety of 

views – as well as informing my strategic role as a parent 

governor. It’s great to see 

how the CWLB has 

developed and is influencing 

and supporting decision 

making in the city.  

 

For example ‘Achievement for All’ is a brilliant programme 

of work, which engages parents and carers and their 

children to achieve their full potential in school, which I 

wholeheartedly support.  

 

As a user and supporter of 

initiatives such as SureStart, 

I’m also interested to see 

how the issues around early years provision are changing 

and to ensure that the future of important services such as 

these is protected and enhanced. 

 

Sometimes it’s difficult to separate all the different 

elements which interest me as a parent, volunteer, 

professional and community member – so I don’t even 

try!” 

 

Virtual Parents’ Assemblies 

“One of the ways in which we get the views of parents 

across the city is by tapping into existing community 

networks and local area parent / carer support groups,” 

said Laurie Haynes, Parental Engagement Officer. 

 

“We have been to 

many such groups, 

at Children’s 

Centres, toddler 

groups, community 

meetings etc but 

realise that to 

engage with as many parents as possible, we have to visit 

more groups citywide. This summer, we want to establish 

‘Virtual Parents’ Assemblies’ – regular slots at groups or 

meetings in local areas.  

 

If you know of a group where parents might want to share 

their views and have the opportunity to influence services 

in their planning then please do get in touch.” 


