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Newsletter March 2012

For all those who attended the Public Meeting in November 2011, or took part in one of the 
Council's Consultation Workshops in November and December, or expressed interest in 
developments on this site - this is an update on where we are now.

The Council has demolished the school, and hard-cored the site - but we are told there is no 
likelihood they will try to sell it just yet. Not only is the property market very unfavourable, but it is 
being treated as part of the overall site that they want to produce a plan for. We asked about the 
timescale and received the following response:
"Following the consultation, independent consultants are currently working up some options. 
These will need to be appraised by planning officers, and a further assessment will also be 
required to check the viability of options. Options will be shown first to Councillors, prior to the 
second round of consultation with residents and other stakeholders in the area later this year."

The consultation on the old school site produced the following issues and comments:

• Housing is most acceptable, particularly affordable family housing. Retail or other 
commercial use was not felt to be acceptable although a hotel might be.

• Trees are an important visual feature in this part of the site - particularly those that form the 
Green Corridor along Abbeydale Road, which also help mitigate the high levels of pollution 
from the road.

• There was a desire to see some formal play area In any development.

• Allotments on the fringe of wood are desirable both to meet the demand for food growing 
space in the area and to act as buffer between any new development and the ancient 
woodland.

• There is a need to consider carefully the traffic impacts of any development because of the 
one-way system on Hastings Road.

The old library site - which is actually part of the Green & Open Space - has been hard-surfaced 
along with the rest. We are trying to persuade the Council it should be turfed to make it fit in with 
the immediate surroundings. We are also trying to get the footpath running up the side of the site 
from Hastings Road declared a Right of Way.

The consultation also produced the following issues/comments for the rest of the site:

Bannerdale Centre . [We are told Council-run activities are due to move out over the next few 
months, and a decision on the building will then be made.]

Need to keep the car parking on the site for all users of the green space, and to limit car 
parking on the adjacent residential streets.



The preference is to retain the existing building and use it for something else: 
e.g.residential and/or sheltered housing/a community building  for groups and events/a 
school to meet increased demand from new housing, perhaps merging Carterknowle and 
Holt House schools/a small business park for business start-ups or small workshops/an 
arts academy - theatre/dance etc. /health care/an adult learning facility. These could 
provide rental income, helping to maintain the Green & Open Space.

The green open space and playing fields

Need to realise its potential as a destination both for formal and informal use. A new 
identity/brand for the site would encourage and promote wider use. It could be used to host 
community or city-wide events.

Formal development of the sports pitches could help bring in funding. They must be 
accessible, but could be partly fenced off. This would help to maintain the rest of the open 
space  and provide a range of facilities.

The site is important for connectivity between neighbourhoods – providing a network of 
paths and green routes linking communities. Access points need formalising and paths 
should be signposted and improved.

It’s an open and unspoilt area of natural beauty that can provide an educational resource 
for local schools and other groups with a focus on wildlife, ancient woodland and 
hedgerows, bird hides/ wildlife reserve/habitat and wild flower meadow. Trees are an 
important and valued feature of the whole site.

The space provides an important area for informal sports and recreation - 
sledging/walking/dog walking/running etc, but some formal play features are needed and 
would be welcomed, including a natural adventure play area. A picnic area with disabled 
access was also suggested.

There is a keen interest in developing some space for allotments and/or produce markets, 
and a community orchard/christmas tree nursery. Also interest in quiet garden/sensory 
garden. A Care-farm project for helping young disabled people was also suggested.

There is strong interest in establishing a Friends Group to help manage the open space 
and raise funding.

The Friends of Springwood Park Steering Group.
Following the support for this at the public meeting in November, we set up an interim Steering 
Group to take it forward. This Group has representation on it from local Friends of Schools; the 
Banner Cross, Carterknowle & Millhouses and Abbeydale community groups, the local youth 
football clubs, and some individual local residents. 

We have met 3 times, and produced a set of Aims and Objectives as well as sought additional 
representation locally. We are currently working on a draft Constitution and hope to get some 
funding from the Community Assemblies, with a view to launching a fully-fledged Friends Group 
later in the year.

Mike Hodson, Secretary Carter Knowle & Millhouses Community Group.

Please feel free to pass this on to anyone else you think would be interested.

Further information - contact Mike T.0114 2369660 M.07887 570762  E.mikehodson26@gmail.com


