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Photography permissions guidance 

‘Celebrating Age’ Calendar competition 

 
Why are permissions needed? 
It is important that you get permission from any models prior to any action taken. 
People should be aware what, where and how their image files will be used. 
It is a requirement of the competition that all people appearing in the 
photograph must complete a permissions form, so please print copies out and 
take them with you to your event.   

 
Opting in and opting out 

Generally, in large crowds/events it is not possible or indeed necessary to obtain 
individual permission slips from everyone at the event. To cover data protection 
at large events with crowds, signs can be displayed to allow those who wish not 
to be photographed to make this known. Notification that photographs will be 
taken can also be made by announcements at the event and including 
information in pre-event publicity, for example, leaflets/tickets/adverts. 
 
What to do when someone has said ‘no’ 
If someone has declined their permission for photo files, you should make a note of 
this and ensure that before any photographs are used in/on Sheffield 50+ materials, 
this person is not visible. It may be necessary for you to share this information with 
others who may have access to the photographs. 
If the event is celebratory, people may want photographs for themselves to 
personally mark the occasion but may not want their photographs used across 
Sheffield 50+ material. Again, this needs to be recorded and actioned accordingly 
(as above) before any photographs are used across Sheffield 50+ 
 
Vulnerable Adults 
A vulnerable adult is usually defined as ‘a person aged 18 years or over who may be 
unable to take care of themselves, or protect themselves from harm or from being 
exploited. This may be because they have a mental health problem, a disability, a 
sensory impairment, are old and frail, or have some form of illness’. It is important 
that vulnerable adults fully understand what their image will be used for. If there are 
any vulnerable adults in your photograph then a representative must sign the 
permission form on their behalf.  
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Children / young adults (under 18) 
It is important to try and ensure that children and young adults are not identifiable in 
photographs. If photographs of children do need to be taken to illustrate a point (e.g. 
family learning), you should try to ensure that the child/children’s faces are hidden or 
obscured in some way and things like school badges are not visible, especially if 
personal information (e.g. where they live) means that they are identifiable.  
 
 
 
 


